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Jewish Forum to discuss filmmaker’s project

By EMILY PRAWDZIK GENOFF
Of The Oakland Press

A former Southfield resident
turned filmmaker will have an
opportunity to present her film
to the com-
munity later
this month,
initiating
conversation,
learning and
debate as part
of The Jewish
Forum.,

The Jewish
Forum, an
independent,
nonprofit
organization,
allows par-
ticipants to
explore their
faithinan
open-minded
and nonfradi-
tional forum.

Irving
Goldfein is
one of the
founding members of The
Jewish Forum. Goldfein said he
was inspired to create the orga-
nization to “meet the needs
that were not being met by
other organizations or institu-
tions in the Jewish community
in metropolitan Detroit.”

“Our objective is to provide

T —

opportunities for Jews from all
denominations and all parts
of the community to engage
together in learningand in a
frank, open and stlmulatmg
conversation
~ about issues
that affect us
~all,” Goldfein
said.
“Some
may be con-
~ ftroversial,
butwere -~
~ optimistic
~ about find-
- ing ways to
. discuss them
i inacivilized
- and produc-
tive manner.”
“WhO
~ Knows One,”
directed by
~ third-year
~ Harvard
~ law student
~ Sarah Yael
Goldfein,
Goldfein’s daughter; is a summa-
ry of a 13-hour educational DVD
series focusing on such topics as
the Jewish perspective of God,
mortality, good and evil.

In the film, theologians,
scholars, philosophers and
Jews of all ages and denomina-
tions talk about how they see

God — or not, Sarah Goldfein,
a graduate of the University of
Michigan with high distinction
and honors in philosophy and
Jewish studies, made the film
as part of a two-year fellowship
awarded by the Jewish Future
Foundation.

Since opening in April, Irvmg
Goldfein said a guiding princinle
of The Jewish Forum has been
the programming offered to its
supporters. Following “Who
Knows One,” the forum’s next
major program will take place
in February, during which four
Jewish scholars from the United
States and Israel will speak with
the audience.

“It’s around the issue of
where our traditional knowl-
edge, based around the Torah,

meets secular knowledge, and

how we integrate the two while
trying to remain faithful to our
tradition, yet open-minded and
sophisticated in our thinking,”

" Goldfein explained.

“There’s a subtext to that
particular program, which is
the expression of freedom of
expression in Judaism, which
is a controversial subject, par-
ticularly within the Orthodox
movement,” he added.

Goldfein said supporters
of The Jewish Forum come
from various backgrounds but
are typically a “more mature
population.” They are working

toward appealing to the young- -

er Jewish community.
“The guiding principle in
our programming is that we

_ smaller part of the audience

realize we won't appeal to a that are already motivated to

very large audience,” Goldfein  explore these issues and, per-

said, haps, produce some results.”
(‘l‘What we want E;clo do is pro-

vide very high-quality, very Contact staff writer Ernil

stimulating, thought provok- Prawdzik Genoff at (248) 7y45-

ing events that will satisfy the 4639 or emily.genoff@oakpress.

com.

Up To 85 Percent Of Public
Suffers With Back Pain!

Rochester Hills, MI - According to the US Department of Labor 85%
of Americans will suffer with agonizing back pain. One internationally
" endorsed treatment, also endorsed by our government, has provided
amazing relief for millions of back pain suffers. Unlike most other
treatments, it corrects the underlying cause of most back pain ... all
without drugs or surgery. To learn more about this amazing treatment, a
free report is available now to local back pain sufferers. For a free copy of
this “Back Pain Relief Report”, calltoll-free, 1-888-229-8279. (Toll-free,
24 hour recorded message) or go to www.gethelpforbackpain.com




